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The Kennedy Forum 
2013 

Goals: 

• Unite the field 

• Celebrate accomplishments 

• Rededicate JFK vision 
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President Kennedy’s Message 
February 5, 1963 

Our attack must be focused on three major 
objectives: 
• We must seek out the causes…and eradicate them. 

Prevention is far more desirable for all concerned. 
• We must strengthen the underlying resources of 

knowledge…and skilled manpower. 
• We must strengthen and improve programs and 

facilities. Emphasis should be on timely and intensive 
diagnosis, treatment, training, and rehabilitation. 
Services…must be community based and provide a 
range of services to meet community needs. 
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The Kennedy Forum 
2013 

JFK: “the combination of increased mental health 
insurance coverage, added State and local support, 
and the redirection of State resources from State 
institutions [will] help achieve [the] goal of having 
community mental health services readily 
accessible to all.”  
 
PJK: MHPAEA and the ACA position us to finish that 
job. New science and organizational innovations 
establish a platform for pushing beyond the 
possibilities of 1963.  
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Getting to Parity 

• Laws (of some sort) in all but a few states 

• 1996 Mental Health Parity Act 

– Incomplete, but a step forward 

• 1999 – parity in FEHB program 

– Did not increase spending, but did provide 
important protections 

• 2008 Mental Health Parity & Addiction Equity 
Act 
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MHPAEA 

• Requires group plans covering 50 or more that 
offer MH/SA coverage to provide it with 
greater financial requirements or treatment 
limitations 
– Preempts less stringent laws 

– Extended to individual marketplace and small 
businesses by ACA 

– Coverage of MH/SA one of 10 EHBs 

• Final Rule – November 2013 
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Next Challenges in Parity 

• Implementation 
• Education 

– Employers 
– Plans 
– consumers 

• Monitoring & Compliance 
– Public 
– Private  

• Enforcement 
• Legal Action 
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Roles for Funders 

• Education 

– Individuals and families 

– Employers 

– Plans 

– State regulators 

– Media 
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Thanks! 

 

Bill Emmet 

williamemmet@gmail.com 
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Elizabeth Myung Sook Krause 
 



Parity: Philanthropy’s Role 
Tym Rourke, MA 

Director, SUD Grantmaking and Strategic Initiatives 

tr@nhcf.org  
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NH Charitable Foundation 

Statewide community 

foundation 

$500+ million in assets, 

1700+ funds 

10% assets devoted to 

Substance Use Disorders: 

– 10-year focus: 

PREVENTION   

– Systems Improvement 

– Policy and Advocacy 

 



Where we stand 
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Economic Cost 

 • $1.15 

Billion/year 

• Cost Born by: 

–State 

–Small 

Business 



Related Diseases - SUD 

• Cardiovascular 

• Stroke 

• Cancers 

• HIV/AIDS 

• Sleep disorders 

• Mental Health Disorders 

• Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorders 

• Fetal Drug Exposure 

• Etc, etc etc…. 



Our System Change Partners 

http://www.nhproviders.org/
http://www.naminh.org/
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Thank You! 
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Question? 
 

Please type your question into the Chat Box or press 
*6 to unmute your phone line and ask a question 



• More webinars on this topic? 

• New topics you want to tackle or learn more about? 

• Innovative work that you want to share? 

• A question you want to pose to your colleagues? 

Contact us at BHFN@gih.org 


