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BackgroundBackground



rootsofhealthinequity orgrootsofhealthinequity.org



What is Roots of Health Inequity? q y

A d ti l b it dAn educational website and 
collaborative learning course for public g p
health practitioners. 



Why now?y
“Social justice is a matter of life and death. It affects 
the way people live their consequent chance ofthe way people live, their consequent chance of 
illness, and their risk of premature death.” 
(Cl i th G i A G ti H lth E it Th h A ti th(Closing the Gap in A Generation: Health Equity Through Action on the 
Social Determinants of Health, WHO, 2008).



The Opportunity: What will Roots offer to 
grantmakers and grantees?
• A different way of thinking about public health practice.

• A conceptual frame that links social justice to public health practice.

• Resources and insights learners can share with others.g

• Poses critical questions about addressing health inequities.

• Opportunities to collaborate and strategize with colleagues across theOpportunities to collaborate and strategize with colleagues across the 

country.



Course UnitsCourse Units



UNIT 1: Where Do We Start? (CEUs)

Explore the relationships between changing the culture of ourExplore the relationships between changing the culture of our 
organizations, engaging community members, and negotiating with 
political pressures strategically.



Workforce Capacity

Leadership

Community Engagement



UNIT 2: What Are “Frames” and How Do They Influence 
Public Health Practice?ub c ea t act ce

Consider how “mental models” or “frames” influence public health 
work. Discuss how values, assumptions, and interests of 
i i i ff h i f dd i h l h i i iinstitutions affect the capacity for addressing health inequities.



Frames

Frames in Public 
Health

Recognizing Frames 
Through Language



UNIT 3: What Can History Teach Us about the Role of 
Public Health and Public Health Practitioners?Public Health and Public Health Practitioners?

Explore the transformation of public health during the last 150 
years, including the forces that advanced or limited the field.



The Evolution of Public 
Health



UNIT 4: What Are the Root Causes of Health Inequities?

Examine the importance of class structure racism and genderExamine the importance of class structure, racism, and gender 
inequity in the development of health inequities.



Class Oppression

Gender Inequity Racism



Unit 5: What Are the Principles of Social Justice?

Explore the principles of social justice and ways to influence theExplore the principles of social justice and ways to influence the 
institutions and agencies that generate health inequity.



Principles of Social p
Justice

Identifying an approachIdentifying an approach 

Developing StrategiesDeveloping Strategies



Voices from the Field and other Resources



Roots of Health Inequity offers wide a selection of 
multimediamultimedia



Using CourseUsing Course 
UnitsUnits



Course Unit 
O i POverview Page
Review the “Purpose and 
Overview” SectionOverview” Section
The “Purpose and 
Overview” section 
i d h iintroduces each unit. 

Review the Unit Index
Use the Course Unit Index 
to preselect discussionto preselect discussion 
activities and navigate the 
unit.



Sample ActivitySample Activity

Presentation
Click to explore 
presentations, reflect on 
the content.

Discussion prompt
Review the discussion 
prompts and respondprompts and respond 
online.



DiscussionDiscussion 

Scroll to down to the 
b tt f di ibottom of a discussion 
page to find the 
discussion box.  Cut-
and-paste your text from 
Word, or edit your text in 
the discussion box Youthe discussion box. You 
can add formatting, links, 
and images.



Advice forAdvice for 
Learning GroupsLearning Groups



Review information on the Homepage
rootsofhealthinequity.orgrootsofhealthinequity.org



Review information on the login page.
b t fh lthi it

members.rootsofhealthinequity.org

members.rootsofhealthinequity.org

members.rootsofhealthinequity.org

Help Guides!



Some FrequentlySome Frequently 
Asked QuestionsAsked Questions



Some Frequently Asked Questions

1) How much time will I need to do this?
2) Will Roots be used in accreditation processes and 

performance reviews?
3) Can I participate on my own?3) Can I participate on my own? 
4) Can I get Continuing Education credits for this activity?



CONTINUING EDUCATION
The International Association for Continuing Education and Training CEU: The CDC has 
been approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing 
Education and Training (IACET), 1760 Old Meadow Road, Suite 500, McLean, VA 22102. The 
CDC is authorized by IACET to offer 0.2 ANSI/IACET CEU's for this program.C C s aut o ed by C to o e 0 S / C C U s o t s p og a

For Nurses, CNE: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is accredited as a provider 
of Continuing Nursing Education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center's Commission on 
Accreditation. This activity provides 2.4 contact hours.y p

For Health Educators, CECH: Sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a 
designated provider of continuing education contact hours (CECH) in health education by the 
National Commission for Health Education Credentialing Inc This program is designed forNational Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc. This program is designed for 
Certified Health Education Specialists (CHES) to receive up to 2.5 Category I CECH in 
health education. CDC provider number GA0082.



Some Frequently Asked Questions
Answers to additional Frequently Asked Questions can be found at the 
top of the Homepage.



Contact for questions and concerns:q

rootsofhealthinequity@naccho.org


