Suggested Talking Points on What the Passage of Health Reform Means for Children and Families 

Context:  It is expected that the House of Representatives will hold a vote on a final health reform package. This is likely the last big hurdle health reform must overcome; enactment is expected soon thereafter.  In anticipation of  this, below are some key talking points about what health reform will mean for the nation’s children and families. 

Health reform is a major victory for children and families.   It delivers what families need: affordable, reliable health coverage that won’t disappear if they lose a job or get sick. 

· Delivers quality coverage for the whole family ….  

· Requires insurance companies to provide pediatrician-recommended care for children so they can grow and thrive 
· Continues PROGRAM NAME, which has successfully worked in partnership with Medicaid to cover X kids in STATE
· Allows parents to keep their college-age children (up to age 26) on their family health plans. 

· That they can rely on when they need it most ...

· Ends insurance companies’ discrimination based on pre-existing conditions.  Starting right away, children who have insurance can’t be denied coverage for a pre-existing condition.
· Ensures that losing a job no longer means families also have to worry about becoming uninsured
· At a cost families can afford …
· Makes coverage more affordable for middle class families by boosting their bargaining power and providing tax credits to those who need extra help through health insurance exchanges.  
· Provides Medicaid coverage to low-income families, allowing children and parents to be covered together.
· Through family-friendly systems with less red tape.
· Protects families from insurance bureaucracies that today deny coverage and care to millions of kids.
· Encourages elimination of red tape, so taxpayers’ scarce resources are used covering kids and families, not pushing paper.
Thanks to PROGRAM NAME and Medicaid, we can start to cover uninsured children right now.
· Now is the time to roll up our sleeves and start working to make sure that it works for the millions of America’s families who will be expecting results.

· As a first win for families, we can help the X,000 uninsured children in STATE who already qualify for PROGRAM NAME or MEDICAID to secure coverage 
· Families can apply for coverage today by going to XXX.  

· Our leaders in CAPITOLCITY can help, by OUTREACH/SIMPLIFICATION AGENDA. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Alternate:  States where support for PROGRAM NAME is slipping:  (AZ & CA)

Congress and the president took an important stand for children and families struggling through the recession. Against that backdrop, the DECISION/PROPOSAL in CAPITOL CITY to put politics ahead of kids and families is all the more disappointing.

But there is still time for our leaders to correct their mistakes and make smart, budget choices that strengthen PROGRAM NAME and Medicaid to take advantage of the opportunities presented by health reform and protect what matters most to families: the health of their children. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
How to handle questions about state exemptions to the insurance enrollment requirement (mandate):

Some would rather talk about partisan ideology and legal maneuvering than the real issues facing kids and families. Thankfully, the U.S. Constitution protects us from these misguided efforts and ensures that we’ll be able to get on with the serious business of meeting their health care needs.

