
Connecting the Dots between Transportation 
and Health Equity

October 18, 2016 1:00 pm Eastern

Diana Williams, Funders’ Network for Smart Growth and 
Livable Communities

Katy Smith, Piedmont Health Foundation

Dace West, Mile High Connects





Different Eras in US Transportation

Years Transportation

1850 - 1910 Rise of the Railroads, Industrialization and 
Urbanization

1910 - 1945 Railroads and Streetcars Rule;
Cars Are Growing But Not Dominant

1945 - 1990 Suburbanization; White Flight
and the Age of Interstates and the Auto

1990 - 2015 Cities Begin a Comeback; New Generation of 
Light Rail in Cities; Walking and Bicycling Grow

2015 - 2030 The Age of Disruption





Highways Ruled In the Mid 1900s

Source: The Eno Center for Transportation









In 2016, We Are Still Stuck in the Past

The Problem:

A culture of building things rather than 
moving people

A belief that we can build our way out of 
traffic congestion

Denial about racial disparities and 
segregation



“The young entrepreneurs, the young researchers, they 

want to be in a location where they can walk across the 

street, get a cup of coffee, take a quick public transit and go 

to lunch, be able to have everything walkable, accessible, 

bikeable.  That’s where the new workforce wants to be..” 

-Richard Pace, CEO, Cumberland Development LLC 

Source: Crain’s Cleveland Business, October 29,2012

Baker Electric Building, Cleveland, OH (BRT stop on left)

But Demographics Are Changing



Millennials Are Changing the Equation

4 in 5 want to live where 

they have a variety of 

options to get to jobs, 

school or daily needs;

3 in 4 say it is likely they 

will live in a place where 

they don’t need a car

Apr 2014 survey Rockefeller Foundation and Transportation for America 

• 18-34 year olds

• 10 U.S. cities (Chicago, NY, San Francisco, Charlotte, Denver, LA, Minneapolis, 

Nashville, Indianapolis, Tampa-St. Petersburg

• 95% confidence with a ±3.7% margin of error



Demand for mass transit is booming

Source: Transportation for America



…But Most Funding Goes to Highways



Most States Don’t Fund Mass Transit



Leaving Local Communities on the Hook
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Combined Choice

Safer streets for our 

communities and children

More transportation options

Less money spent out-of-

pocket on transportation

A faster commute to/from work

Less time spent in the car

High speed inter-city travel

More predictable travel times

First Choice – 42%

Public Demand for Safer Streets and Walkable

Communities is Strong and Growing

Source:  Transportation for America



Spending on Bicycling and Walking Has 

Increased



BUT We Spend Very Little Relative to the 

Problem



Streets Are Still Very Dangerous…



And The Worst Streets Are In Communities of Color



How Health Funders Engage in Transportation

- Colorado Health Foundation

- California Endowment

- Kresge Foundation



To Read More

The Funders’ Network for Smart Growth and 

Livable Communities

The Hardest Road – TFN publication

http://www.fundersnetwork.org/files/learn/TF

N_HardestRoad_Print_LowRes.pdf



Mobility in Greenville, SC:

How a small health funder is 

addressing transportation

Katy Pugh Smith, MSW

Executive Director

Piedmont Health Foundation



Greenville County, SC



Transaction Transformation



2010 2016





Dentist

Guitar lessons

Church

School meeting

Work Exercise

Grocery Store
Family celebration

Drugstore

Dinner with friend

Theatre rehearsal

PTA family fun night

Swim practice

Pediatrician

How does someone 

without a car get around?



Limitations in Services

M-F – 5:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m
Sat – 8:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Fares
$1.50 regular, $3 paratransit



Infrastructure, land use, and 

displacement



Car-centric Culture



Lack of Leadership



Transportation Focus: 

Considerations for Funders



How do you define the issue of 

transportation?



Study of public transit and health and 

human services transportation

• 12 focus groups

• 3,500 community surveys

• Surveys of current transportation providers

• Expert interviews

• Review of existing plans and studies



Planning and Infrastructure



Public Transit



Health and Human Services



Funding

$14
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Local funding per capita by service area, 2014
Source: FTA, National Transit Database



How involved do you want to be 

and in what way?



Piedmont Health Foundation to-do list

• Lead steering committee 
for transit operations 
analysis

• Support improved 
governance at Greenlink

• Convene steering 
committee for health and 
human services

• Meet one-on-one with 
elected officials

• Release report on local 
transit funding

• Meet with local media

• Hire consultant to 
develop policies for 
coordination among local 
jurisdictions

• Coordinate local 
nonprofits to speak about 
transit funding

• Speak to civic groups 
about mobility

• Engage employers in 
transit discussion



What do you know and 

what DON’T you know?



With which allies 

do you need to engage?

• Usual suspects – consumer groups

• Transit agency

• Local government – planning, zoning, public works

• State Department of Transportation

• Metropolitan Planning Organization

• Economic development organizations

• Employers

• Environmental groups





Questions? Ideas?  Contact me!

Katy Pugh Smith, MSW

katysmith@piedmonthealthfoundation.org

www.piedmonthealthfoundation.org





The Moment



The Formation

FasTracks
Denver TOD 

Fund

Ford 
Foundation: 

Metropolitan 
Opportunities 

Initiative

Mile High 
Connects



Mile High Connects



A Growing Network



Social Determinants : 
Affordable Housing and Community Facilities

• Preserve and create affordable 
housing and community 
serving commercial space near 
transit

• Strengthen and promote 
renter protections for 
communities near transit

• Increase and align financial 
resources for affordable 
housing and community 
serving commercial



Social Determinants: Economic 
Opportunity and Education



Access to Health:
Affordable Fares and Service Routes

• Promote affordable bus 
and light rail fares for 
low-income riders and 
students 

• Ensure accessible bus 
service routes for low-
income communities 
and communities of 
color



Promoting Health:
First and Last Mile Connections

• Enhance regional 
understanding of resources 
and strategies for first and 
last mile solutions

• Improve first and last mile 
connections in 
neighborhoods and job 
centers

• Increase and align financial 
resources for first and last 
mile infrastructure



Philanthropic Role

• Not just resources:

– Education/Case Making

– Convener

– Advocacy

• But also resources:

– Grantmaking

– Leveraged capital – PRIs, MRI, Guarantees

– Organizing, Infrastructure, Program/Services



Thank You!

Dace West, Executive Director

Mile High Connects

www.milehighconnects.org

303-865-4609

dwest@denverfoundation.org

http://www.milehighconnects.org/


Question?

Please type your question into the Chat Box or press 
*6 to unmute your phone line



• More webinars on this topic?

• New topics you want to tackle or learn more about?

• Innovative work that you want to share?

• A question you want to pose to your colleagues?

Contact GIH at equity@gih.org.

mailto:equity@gih.org

