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CHIP? 



How We Got Here 

• Created in 1997 

• Yes, really bipartisan 

• Hold the S 

• Extended in 2009 

• Extended again in 2010 

• Authorization expires 10/1/2019 

• Funding expires on 10/1/2015 



What CHIP Does 

• Covers 8 million children 

• Affordable 

• Pediatrician-recommended care 

• Efficient 



How CHIP Works 

• Block grant 

• Federal standards, state flexibility 

• Private-public 



What’s the Problem? 



The Beltway Bubble 

• Near-Term: Hundreds 

of thousands 

• Long-Term: Millions 



Reset Button? 



What’s Going On? 



On the Hill 

$0 



In the Advocacy World 



Coordinated Efforts 



On Social Media, Too 



Creating Hooks 



Opinion Research 



 America Likes CHIP 

74% 

42% 



Bipartisan Support 

80% 75% 66% 

Favor Extending CHIP 



And the Tea Party 

66% 

Favor Extending CHIP 



Engaged Voters Really Support 

78% 

Favor Extending CHIP 

83% 



A Fight We Can Win 

84% 63% 54% 

Overall Informed Favor: 67% 



Words that Work 

Bipartisan Health Care 

that Works for Children 

Can America still solve problems? Absolutely. With bi-partisan support, Congress created the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program to cover the uninsured children of working parents, most of whom earn 

less than $45,000 a year. They don’t qualify for Medicaid, but they also can’t afford 

$10,000 premiums, let alone all the co-pays and deductibles. CHIP has taken care 

of millions of children, providing vaccinations and setting broken arms. 

It’s also protected millions of children from becoming uninsured during the 

recession, and thanks largely to CHIP, the uninsured rate among children has never been 

lower. CHIP rewards work because it allows parents to climb the economic ladder 

without losing health care for their kids. And with administrative costs lower than private 

insurance, CHIP delivers real value for taxpayers. Let’s protect this American success story. 



Concerns and Limitations 



Concerning Counterarguments 



Who We Didn’t Survey 



What We Didn’t Test 



Where We Didn’t Test 
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You Can Help 



Top 3 Things 

1. Encourage grantees to use the 

message 

2. Speak up about the problem 

3. Fund additional research 

► State-specific 

► Particular policies 

► Offset 

► Emergent problems 



www.firstfocus.net Thank You 

Ed Walz 

Vice President, 
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Educating Policymakers About 
the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) 



• 36 new governors since 2009 
 
• 208 new members of congress since 

2009  
⁻ 36 new senators 
⁻ 172 new representatives 

 
 

 
 

The Need 



• 93% of kids covered 
through CHIP/Medicaid, 
but 7 million remain 
uninsured 
 

• Rates of uninsured 
higher in the South and 
West 
 

• 5.2 million eligible for 
Medicaid or CHIP 
coverage but not 
enrolled 

 

What Newcomers Need To Know! 

http://www.hunterdonhealthcare.org/sites/default/files/u7/HHC_Ages%20and%20Stages.jpg 



 

CHIP in a Post-ACA World 



All children need access to quality 
healthcare.  

• Every child [in STATE] should have a 
chance to succeed 

 

• Few things matter more than good health 
to set kids up for success 

 

 
http://www.babysfirsttest.org/sites/default/files/HealthcareBaby.jpeg 

What Should State Advocates Say? 



Proven program with a history of bipartisan 
support. 

• Thanks to CHIP and Medicaid the number 
of kids without health insurance is the 
lowest in history 

• CHIP is designed for kids with pediatrician 
recommended services that children need 
to reach important  

 
http://www.babysfirsttest.org/sites/default/files/HealthcareBaby.jpeg 

What Should State Advocates Say? 



Unless Congress acts, we will reverse our 
country’s historic gains in covering kids.  

• Without federal action we will undo nearly 
20 years of progress 

• Your state will lose as much as [$X] in 
federal funds in 2016 alone 

• Two million children nationally could 
become uninsured 

What Should State Advocates Say? 



Funding for CHIP must be extended 
through 2019. 

• Ensure kids receive the best care at an 
affordable cost 

What Should State Advocates Say? 



 

• Why do we need CHIP when we have 
the ACA? 

 

   Tough Questions 



 

• Funding technical assistance and learning 
communities 

 

• State-based research 

 

• Strategic opportunities where funder 
voice could be useful 

 
http://blog.leslatnerdds.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/group-kids-small.jpg 

What Can Funders Do? 
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Thank you! 



• More webinars on this topic? 

• New topics you want to tackle or learn more about? 

• Innovative work that you want to share? 

• A question you want to pose to your colleagues? 

Contact us at Access@gih.org 



Attend the GIH Fall Forum,  

an annual gathering for funders interested in health policy.  

 

Visit www.gih.org for details and to register. 


