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NEW GRANTS &
PROGRAMS

� The Alaska Mental Health Trust
Authority (Anchorage) awarded a total
of $86,248 in grants statewide for innov-
ative small projects of $10,000 or less
that are a direct benefit to trust
beneficiaries, people with mental illness,
developmental disabilities, chronic
alcoholism and other substance-related
disorders, Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementia, and traumatic brain injury
resulting in permanent brain injury.
Bethel Community Services
Foundation will receive $10,000 for
improvements to Bautista House, an
assisted living home for individuals
experiencing mental illness or develop-
mental disabilities. Access Alaska, Inc.
(Fairbanks) will use a $10,000 grant for
its Warmth, Shelter, Safety and Food
program for persons experiencing mental
health and possibly co-occurring sub-
stance abuse issues. Sitka Community
Hospital will receive $8,767 for the
purchase of a new bed for use with
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia
patients. The bed is equipped with
internal alarms and features that make it
easy for patients to get in and out of bed
and avoid falls. The City of White
Mountain will receive $10,000 for an
innovative suicide prevention effort tar-
geting rural youth. Funds will be used to
hire an additional pottery instructor to
host pottery nights for school-age
children. Contact: Lucas Lind,
907.269.7999, lucas.lind@alaska.gov.

� Augusta Health (Fishersville, VA)
awarded more than $100,000 in one-year
grants to nine local, community-based

organizations to meet the health care
needs of area residents. Among the
grantees are: Augusta Regional Free
Clinic (Fishersville) – $20,000 to imple-
ment a chronic care model for the
treatment of diabetic patients;
Crossroad to Brain Injury Recovery
(Harrisonburg) – $16,000 to coordinate
case management of primary care needs
and mental health needs of the brain-
injured population; Project GROWS
(Staunton) – $15,000 to design and
implement a circular fitness and learning
trail that incorporates fitness equipment
and an edible garden; Valley Hope
Counseling Center (Waynesboro) –
$12,000 to subsidize low-fee substance
abuse counseling for low-income
individuals who otherwise cannot afford
to access treatment; Rockbridge Area
Transportation System (Lexington) –
$8,662 to provide transportation to
patients from the Rockbridge area to
Augusta Health; and Highland Medical
Center (Monterey) – $5,000 to develop a
youth wellness council that will conduct
a needs assessment and develop a pilot
program targeting youth obesity. For
more information, contact 540.245.7329
or visit www.augustahealth.com.

� Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
(Princeton, NJ) announced donations
totaling $1 million to four nonprofit
organizations that support patients with
cancer. The donations will fund the
development and availability of educa-
tional materials for patients and
caregivers about immuno-oncology, an
emerging field of cancer research and
treatment. Bonnie J. Addario Lung
Cancer Foundation (San Carlos, CA),
Cancer Support Community
(Washington, DC), LUNGevity
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GIHnews
NEW GIH PUBLICATION
EXPLORES HEALTHY EATING
AND ACTIVE LIVING
GRANTMAKING

GIH’s latest publication Foundation
Strategies to Promote Healthy
Eating and Active Living scans a
sample of GIH Funding Partners to gain
a clearer understanding of health foun-
dations’ strategic approach to healthy
eating and active living (HEAL) grant-
making. Funded by The Colorado
Health Foundation, the scan considers
foundations’ history with, current
strategies for, and future plans regard-
ing HEAL-related investments, as well
as prevailing views on the value and
effectiveness of these efforts. Visit
www.gih.org for the full report.

ATTEND GIH’S MEETING ON
CREATING AN INTEGRATED
CHILD HEALTH SYSTEM

On April 29 GIH will be hosting
Creating an Integrated Child Health
System Using a Population Health
Perspective, in Washington, DC.
Sponsored by Nemours, this meeting
will focus on innovative practices and
policies and catalytic roles that grant-
makers can play to improve children’s
health. For more information, visit the
“Events” section of www.gih.org.

Visit www.gih.org for the latest Issue
Focus and Views from the Field articles.
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Foundation (Chicago, IL), and Society
for Immunotherapy of Cancer
(Milwaukee, WI) each received a
$250,000 charitable contribution to
advance their independent educational
initiatives. Contact: Chrissy Trank,
609.252.3418, christina.trank@bms.com.

� California HealthCare Foundation
(Oakland) and The Kresge Foundation
(Troy, MI) announced a multimillion-
dollar initiative to invest in companies
that serve community health centers.
Over the next three years, the
Partnering for Impact initiative will
invest at least $5 million in several
companies that have technology- or
service-based solutions that help com-
munity health centers and clinics further
extend their resources, increase patient
access to care, and/or lower the cost of
providing care. To be eligible for invest-
ment, entrepreneurs must be based in
the United States and demonstrate how
their product or service can maintain or
improve patient experience while accom-
plishing one or more of the following
goals: enhance health center efficiency by
at least 20 percent; increase access to
highly needed health services for
100,000 patients annually; and/or
reduce costs by $25 million annually.
In addition to receiving funding,
selected companies will be paired with
community health centers and clinics
ready to implement new solutions,
along with mentors experienced in
community health center management,
technology, and public payment
issues. Grant funding for technical
assistance and evaluation may also be
available. Contact: Emma Dugas,
510.587.3159.

� Cambia Health Foundation
(Portland, OR) has awarded $309,213
to The Children’s Center (Salt Lake
City, UT) to create a statewide system
of care for underserved children using
cost-effective, evidence-based trauma
treatments. Over the next three years,
the center will use foundation funding
to develop a core curriculum and train
clinicians using a two-year learning col-
laborative that will prepare them to
return to their communities with skills
in providing direct care to children and
families, creating collaborations between
partner agencies, and training and men-

toring mental health colleagues in their
communities. This, in turn, will increase
access to quality trauma-informed treat-
ments for families living in rural and
urban communities throughout the state
of Utah. The project estimates serving at
least 480 children throughout the three-
year grant period. The foundation also
made a $200,000 grant to Food Lifeline
(Shoreline, WA) to establish the
Nourishing Healthy Kids Produce
Initiative, a two-year effort intended to
improve children’s health by offering
families more fresh fruits and vegetables
at their local food bank or meal program
and through Food Lifeline’s direct
distribution programs. Nourishing
Healthy Kids will distribute 1.3 million
pounds of fresh produce to underserved
children and families in western
Washington. For more information,
visit www.cambiahealthfoundation.org/
media/news-releases.html.

� CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
(Owings Mills, MD) has committed
approximately $1.3 million to four ini-
tiatives designed to expand the use of
telemedicine to treat patients with
behavioral health care needs in under-
served urban and rural areas of Maryland
and Washington, DC. The following
community health organizations were
funded: Sheppard Pratt Health System
(Baltimore, MD) – $647,200 to provide
approximately 1,200 patients of federally
qualified health centers in Maryland’s
Worcester, Somerset, Garrett, Cecil,
Caroline, and Dorchester counties with
access to psychiatrists via teleconferenc-
ing and video conferencing; La Clinica
del Pueblo (Washington, DC) –
$424,635 to expand remote access to
its bilingual counselors and health care
providers through teleconferencing to
nearly 650 patients in the metropolitan
area; Atlantic General Hospital (Berlin,
MD), in partnership with Kennedy
Krieger Institute (Baltimore, MD) –
$189,656 to provide initial evaluations
and follow-up visits to approximately
325 children and young adults with
learning disabilities and behavioral
disorders in Worcester, Wicomico,
and Somerset counties; and Catholic
Charities of Baltimore – $53,479 to
provide behavioral health services to
about 120 underserved children and
adults in Baltimore City, as well as Anne

Arundel and Allegany counties, using
video conferencing technology.
Contact: Scott Graham, scott.graham@
carefirst.com, 800.914.6397.

� Caring for Colorado Foundation
(Denver) awarded more than $3.1 mil-
lion in grants to 63 organizations that
address the heath and well-being of
Coloradans. Colorado Health Institute
(Denver) was awarded $300,000 to sup-
port its efforts aimed at informing policy
and advancing health by serving as a
leading source of reliable health informa-
tion for Colorado leaders. Colorado
Cross Disability Coalition (Denver)
will use a $50,000 grant to assist people
with all types of disabilities in accessing,
maintaining, and utilizing health care
services. Colorado Coalition for the
Medically Underserved (Arvada) was
awarded $50,000 to support and
enhance the work of the Colorado
Network of Health Alliances toward
improving population health and
increasing access to health care
services. A $40,000 grant to Colorado
Community Health Network will
help maximize statewide enrollment
and retention of low-income children
and families in Medicaid and Child
Health Plan Plus. Contact: Bob Mook,
303.862.1508.

� Connecticut Health Foundation
(CT Health) (Hartford) announced
intended funding to increase the diver-
sity of consumers participating in health
reform engagement and advocacy. CT
Health anticipates funding four to six
grant requests ranging from $25,000 to
$50,000. The foundation believes that
by engaging more organizations led by
and serving consumers of color in health
reform, the state’s health care access and
delivery system transformations will be
better positioned to equitably serve all
Connecticut residents. To be eligible, an
organization must have 501(c)(3) status
and meet two or more of the following
criteria: a nonprofit that is led by a
person of color, a nonprofit that is
governed by a board composed of a
majority (more than 50 percent) of peo-
ple of color, and/or a nonprofit that
serves populations/communities of color.
The deadline for proposals is April 21,
2014. For more information, visit
www.cthealth.org/grants/open-rfps/.
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Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS)
(Washington, DC) released a notice of
funding availability of up to $65.8 mil-
lion for the Social Innovation Fund’s
(SIF) 2014 grant competition. This is
the largest grant pool in the history of
the program, a White House initiative
launched in 2009. SIF accepts applica-
tions from foundations and other
grantmakers seeking to grow innovative,
effective solutions in low-income
communities in the United States.
Successful applicants will receive grants
of between $1 million and $10 million
per year for three to five years. Grants
will be matched dollar for dollar by the
grantmakers, who conduct their own
open competitions to select innovative,
effective nonprofits focused on youth
development, healthy futures, and eco-
nomic opportunity. Funding priorities
include Opportunity Youth, Vulnerable
Populations, and Collective Impact. The
deadline for application submission is
5:00 p.m. ET on Tuesday, April 22,
2014. For more information, visit
www.nationalservice.gov/sif.

� Grant Healthcare Foundation
(Lake Forest, IL) awarded approximately
$1.1 million in grants to 41 organiza-
tions that work to benefit the health
status of local residents. Among the
grantees are: Planned Parenthood of
Illinois – $100,000 for general operat-
ing support of Chicago area activities;
Skin of Steel, NFP (Glenview) –
$75,000 to support the development
of a melanoma tissue bank; Sinai Health
System (Chicago) – $60,000 to support
an access center for behavioral health;
Almost Home Kids (Chicago)
–$30,000 to support a physical therapy
program for children transitioning from
hospital to home; Horizon Hospice and
Palliative Care (Chicago) – $30,000 for
the provision of palliative care for unin-
sured patients; Erie Family Health
Center (Chicago) – $25,000 for an oral
health program at primary care clinics
in Humboldt Park and at Swedish
Covenant Hospital; American Indian
Health Service of Chicago – $20,000
to support a primary health care clinic
for Native Americans; Life Matters
Media (Chicago) – $20,000 for an out-
reach program to encourage advance care
planning and end-of-life care; Chicago

Youth Program – $15,000 to support
volunteer health clinics and health
education; and Mobile C.A.R.E.
Foundation (Chicago) – $10,000 to
support an asthma management program
on Chicago’s West Side. Contact: Kate
Grubbs O’Connor, 847.735.1590,
koconnor@granthealthcare.org.

� Greater Milwaukee Foundation
(WI) awarded $2.3 million to area
nonprofits with programs that address
education, health, economic develop-
ment, and other concerns for local
residents. Among the grantees with
health-related programs are: Aurora
Family Service – $60,000 to provide
supportive mental health services for
children, their parents, and their teachers
at four local schools; Community
Advocates – $40,000 for the Elder
Abuse Intervention Project; Medical
College of Wisconsin – $25,000 for
the Breast Cancer Fatigue Research
Project; YMCA of Metropolitan
Milwaukee – $25,000 for a diabetes
prevention program at the Northside
YMCA; AIDS Resource Center of
Wisconsin – $20,000 for HIV preven-
tion services through clean needle
exchange; IMPACT Alcohol & Other
Drug Abuse Services – $15,000 for a
diversity research intern; The Women’s
Center – $15,000 for administration of
its violence prevention program geared
toward educating teens about healthy
dating relationships; and IMPACT
Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse Services
– $6,300 for an environmental scan of
alcohol and other drug abuse services in
the greater Milwaukee area and their
utilization. For more information, visit
www.greatermilwaukeefoundation.org.

� Green Tree Community Health
Foundation (Philadelphia, PA)
awarded $80,000 to the following local
organizations: VNA Community
Services (Norristown) – $30,000 to pro-
vide direct primary health care through
Ginny Coombs Children’s Health
Clinic to uninsured and underinsured
children; Maternity Care Coalition
(Philadelphia) – $20,000 to support the
MOMobile program, which provides
essential maternal and child services to
young, at-risk families in northwest
Philadelphia; Women’s Medical Fund
(Philadelphia) – $15,000 to provide

financial assistance and telephone sup-
port/casework to low-income women
seeking access to safe, legal abortions;
Resources for Human Development:
Healthy Mothers Healthier Babies
(Lancaster) – $7,500 to provide prenatal,
prevention, and nutrition services for
20 mothers diagnosed with obesity, dia-
betes, high blood pressure, gestational
diabetes, toxemia, and other conditions;
and SeniorLAW Center (Philadelphia)
– $7,500 to provide free legal assistance
to elders, as well as community educa-
tion on preparing critical health care and
financial planning documents. For
more information, visit www.greentree
communityhealth.org and select the
“Grants” tab.

� The George Gund Foundation
(Cleveland, OH) awarded 59 grants
totaling $4.1 million to support a range
of programs and activities that enrich the
lives of Cleveland residents. Several
Cleveland-based organizations received
funding for health-related programs,
including Environmental Health
Watch, which received $250,000 for
general operations and to support the
Clean Air Campaign. The foundation
also awarded $125,000 to MetroHealth
System to open a mobile, school-based
health clinic at Lincoln West High
School on Cleveland’s near west side.
It is hoped that this pilot program will
launch a citywide partnership among
Cleveland Metropolitan School District
(CMSD), MetroHealth, and other pri-
mary care providers that will eventually
include all CMSD schools. Healthy
Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition
will receive $100,000 over two years to
support the Ohio Text4baby initia-
tive. In addition, Mental Health
Services for Homeless Persons, Inc.
will use a two-year, $100,000 grant to
support efforts to integrate primary and
behavioral health electronic health
records. For more information, visit
www.gundfoundation.org/grants-
awarded/human-services/february/.

� The Health Trust (San Jose, CA)
awarded a two-year grant for $200,000
to The Enterprise Foundation, host
of the Silicon Valley Small Business
Development Center (SBDC), to help
corner store operators undergo a healthy
makeover. In a recent Health Trust-
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funded survey of the San Jose area, 75
percent of corner store owners indicated
that they would be interested in carrying
additional fresh foods but have not been
able to do so due to the lack of refrigera-
tion equipment, fear of having food
spoil, and not knowing how to source
healthy food. The SBDC will use fund-
ing to help a total of 40 corner stores in
San Jose by Spring 2015. The healthy
makeover of corner stores can involve
offering new healthy products, changing
product placement, employing new
retail marketing strategies, changing
equipment, and converting physical
space to increase the purchasing of more
affordable healthy food. Working
Partnerships USA will also be involved
to encourage community support of the
program and to foster loyalty for the par-
ticipating stores. Contact: Patty Fisher,
408.513.8705, pattyf@healthtrust.org.

� The HealthPath Foundation of
Ohio (Cincinnati) has awarded 10
grants totaling $1.4 million to organiza-
tions in its 36-county service area
through its Strengthening Ohio’s
Safety Net (SOSNet) initiative. Dental
Center of Northwest Ohio (Findlay),
Health Partners of Western Ohio
(Lima), and Lutheran Family Health
Centers (Cincinnati) received grants
totaling $362,500 to launch the
Lutheran Ohio Advanced Education
in General Dentistry Residency
Program. SOSNet community-based
training grants totaling $556,929 were
awarded to five organizations to develop
or implement programs to increase the
number of under-represented students
entering health profession training pro-
grams. Among them are: Humility of
Mary Health Partners (Warren), which
received a planning grant to develop a
rural training track for dental residents
in Columbiana and Carroll counties, and
Northeast Ohio Medical University
(Rootstown), which will apply
funding toward launching the Health
Professions Affinity Community pro-
gram in high schools located in Monroe,
Noble, and Washington counties. In
addition, the foundation awarded a grant
in the amount of $500,000 to Ohio’s
Finance Fund (Columbus) to establish
the Community Health Loan Fund,
which provides flexible financing for eli-
gible health and wellness-related projects

serving low-income communities. For
more information, visit www.health
pathohio.org and select “News &
Events.”

� Hogg Foundation for Mental
Health (Austin, TX) announced the
awarding of a three-year, $536,000 grant
to SafePlace of Travis County (Austin,
TX) to support the development of a
comprehensive training curriculum and
toolkit to increase the awareness and
provision of trauma-informed care for
children with intellectual and other
developmental disabilities (IDD). The
grant will also support statewide train-
ings using the curriculum developed.
The goal of this project is to promote
awareness of the impact of trauma on
children with IDD, build Texas’ exper-
tise on trauma-informed care for
children with IDD, and improve mental
health treatment for children with IDD
who have experienced trauma. SafePlace
will be contracting with the National
Child Traumatic Stress Network to
develop, test, edit, and publish the train-
ing curriculum and toolkit. A second
phase of the project will consist of
SafePlace planning and coordinating
multiple statewide trainings across Texas
using the newly developed curriculum.
This grant program is one part of the
foundation’s strategic focus on promot-
ing trauma-informed understandings
that will lead to more effective and
humane interventions. Contact: Daniel
Oppenheimer, oppenheimer@
austin.utexas.edu, 512.471.9142.

� Interact for Health (Cincinnati, OH),
in partnership with ArtsWave
(Cincinnati, OH), launched Join the
Fun, a series of community events to
promote physical activity among local
residents of all ages and to encourage
building social connections. As part of
the program’s launch, Interact for
Health and ArtsWave provided more
than $300,000 in funding to 21 local
organizations to plan new, recurring
active living events for large groups of
people. Join the Fun organizations repre-
sent a variety of locations and types of
events across the Greater Cincinnati
region. Examples of Join the Fun events
include: closing city streets for different
physical activities, spontaneous public
dance events, and access to sports equip-

ment through local libraries. A full
listing of events can be found at
www.interactforhealth.org/join-the-fun.
Contact: Allison Ryan, 513.312.0185,
allison@rickmillercommunications.com.

� New York State Health Foundation
(New York) has awarded 26 grants for
more than $400,000 to help commu-
nity-based organizations across New
York State advance the National
Diabetes Prevention Program
(NDPP). Ranging from local health
departments and health systems to com-
munity health centers and YMCAs, the
organizations will use the grant awards to
support a variety of activities to imple-
ment and grow NDPP, including
the expansion of existing programs; com-
munication, outreach, and education
activities to obtain a steady flow of par-
ticipants; and development of business
plans to sustain the program. Among
the grantees are: Health People, Inc.
(Bronx) – $20,000; S2AY Rural
Health Network, Inc. (Corning) –
$20,000; Glen Falls Hospital, Inc. –
$15,981; Adirondack Health
Institute Inc. (Queensbury) – $15,000;
Allegany Western Steuben Rural
Health Network (Wellsville) –
$15,000; YMCA of Broome County
(Binghamton) – $15,000; and Center
for Comprehensive Health Practice
(New York) – $15,000. For more infor-
mation, visit www.nyshealthfoundation.
org and select “News & Events.”

SURVEYS, STUDIES
& PUBLICATIONS

� The Commonwealth Fund (New
York, NY) has released Young Adult
Participation in the Health Insurance
Marketplaces: Just How Important Is
It?, which details perspectives from a
recent discussion of prominent actuaries,
insurers selling plans in the marketplaces,
health policy researchers, and federal
officials on the significance of young
adult participation and other factors on
the success of the Affordable Care Act’s
marketplaces. The brief explains that
because young adults are disproportion-
ately uninsured and tend to be healthier,
their participation has been viewed by
many as essential to the stability of the
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marketplaces. Participants in the discus-
sion, however, said that enrolling young
adults is important, but only one of a
number of factors affecting marketplace
premiums and not the most critical.
There was broad agreement that several
of the law’s provisions and other factors
would help limit insurers’ losses and keep
premiums affordable for consumers. One
such provision is that insurers can charge
older adults up to three times as much as
they charge younger adults. Further, the
law provides that any premium rate
increase of 10 percent or more must be
justified by insurers and reviewed by
regulators. Contact: Bethanne Fox,
301.448.7411, bf@cmwf.org.

other news

� The Greater Clark Foundation
(Winchester, KY) is partnering with the
Kentucky Nonprofit Network (KNN)
(Lexington) to fund a series of classes to
strengthen local nonprofit organizations.
The 2014 Capacity Building Series will
help organizations in the Clark County
community enhance their organizational
and leadership capabilities. Events will
continue throughout the year and will be
facilitated by KNN. Topics will include
board governance, fund development,
evaluation, volunteer management, and
other related areas of organizational
practice. Organizations are invited to
send members of their board of directors
and leadership representatives for
participation. For more information and
to register, visit www.kynpn.wwbtc.com/
node/25294.

� de Beaumont Foundation (Bethesda,
MD), Duke Community and
Family Medicine (Henderson, NC),
and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (Atlanta, GA)
announced the launch of A Practical
Playbook: Public Health & Primary
Care Together, a new initiative to sup-
port the project-based integration of
public health and primary care. The
Practical Playbook seeks to achieve three
objectives: to improve population health;
to better manage illness, especially
chronic disease; and to mitigate health
care costs. It gives local health adminis-
trators, public health officials, and

primary care providers the means to offer
more comprehensive health care both
within and beyond a clinical context. To
promote this kind of public health and
primary care collaboration, the Practical
Playbook initiative has developed a
Web-based tool in three parts. Part One,
“Learn,” explains the theoretical back-
ground of public health and primary care
integration. Part Two, “Do,” outlines
action steps for starting a collaborative
project to engage with a health concern
in the same community such as heart
disease, obesity, or asthma. Part Three,
“Share,” provides case studies of success-
ful collaborative projects, complete with
direct contacts to the project leads. To
learn more about the Practical Playbook,
visit www.practicalplaybook.org.

� The Horizon Foundation
(Columbia, MD), MedChi (Baltimore,
MD), American Heart Association’s
Mid-Atlantic Affiliate (Dallas, TX),
and the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People Maryland State Conference
(Arnold), as well as fellow health
advocates and Maryland General
Assembly leaders, announced the
formation of Sugar Free Kids, a new
Maryland coalition that will work to
promote the passage of evidence-based
policies toward reversing childhood obe-
sity and teen diabetes. The coalition is
supporting two bills that are currently
before the Maryland General Assembly:
Child Care Centers – Healthy Eating
and Physical Activity Act (HB 1276,
SB 716), which would require child care
centers to serve healthier drinks to chil-
dren, improve support to breastfeeding
mothers, and reduce noneducational
screen time; and Food Service Facilities
– Meals for Children (HB 1255, SB
750), which would require restaurants to
include healthy beverage items as part of
their bundled kids’ meal price but would
preserve a parent’s ability to separately
purchase an unhealthy option for their
children. For more information, visit
www.thehorizonfoundation.org.

people

� The California Wellness
Foundation (Woodland Hills) has

selected Judy Belk as its next president
and CEO. She will begin her tenure at
the foundation in April 2014. Ms. Belk
possesses more than 25 years of senior
management experience in the philan-
thropy, government, nonprofit, and
corporate sectors. She has held the
position of senior vice president of
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
since 2002, where she launched the
firm’s West Coast and Midwest opera-
tions. Previously Ms. Belk served as vice
president of global public affairs at Levi
Strauss & Co. Notably, she launched
Project Change, a national antiracism
initiative, which was recognized by
President Bill Clinton with the first
Ron Brown Award for Corporate
Leadership in 1998. A frequent writer,
Ms. Belk’s work has been aired on
National Public Radio and has appeared
in The New York Times, Los Angeles
Times, The Wall Street Journal, and
The Washington Post. Contact:
Magdalena Beltrán-del Olmo,
818.702.1900.

� The Colorado Trust (Denver)
named Julian Kesner director of
communications. In this role, he is
responsible for management and
support of the trust’s communications,
public relations, and publications. Mr.
Kesner comes to the trust from the
Colorado Hospital Association, where
he served as vice president of communi-
cations and media relations. Previously
Mr. Kesner managed public relations
for the Nurse-Family Partnership
National Service Office in Denver,
and spent several years as senior health
editor at Prevention magazine and as a
health and medical features writer for
the New York Daily News. In addition,
Deborah McCuiston has been named
controller. In this role, she is responsible
for collaborating with and assisting the
vice president and CFO in supervising
and coordinating the trust’s financial
functions. Ms. McCuiston worked
for Geovic Mining Corporation as
corporate accounting manager.
Previously she served as interim con-
troller for River Ridge Investments,
LLC and held senior-level accounting
positions for multiple companies.
Contact: Maggie Frasure, 303.539.3127,
maggie@coloradotrust.org.
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� Health Foundation of South
Florida (Miami) announced that
Melida Akiti and Luther Brewster,
Ph.D. have joined its board of directors.
As vice president of Memorial
Healthcare System’s South Broward
Community Health Services, Ms. Akiti
ensures that uninsured and underinsured
residents within the South Florida
Hospital District receive quality health
care at their clinics, which serve as
patient-centered, culturally sensitive
medical homes. Dr. Brewster is an assis-
tant professor of medicine and society
at Florida International University’s
Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine,
where he directs the development of
community-based initiatives for the
Department of Humanities, Health and
Society. He also serves as chief of the
Division of Policy and Community
Development and community
director of Green Family Foundation
Neighborhood HELP™, where he
oversees the coordination of a broad
network of more than 100 community
partners and the recruitment and
retention of medically underserved
households for the College of
Medicine’s home visitation educational
activities. Contact: Shari Gantman,
305.374.7200.

� HNH Foundation’s (Concord, NH)
board of directors announced that
Patti Baum, program officer, will serve
as interim president when current
president Sandi Van Scoyoc retires in
April 2014. Ms. Baum has worked at the
foundation for six years, managing its
grants program. Prior to joining the
foundation, Ms. Baum served as health
promotion manager at the New
Hampshire Department of Health and
Human Services’ Division of Public
Health Services. She will resume her
role as program officer upon the hiring
of a new president. Contact: Patti Baum,
603.229.3260, pb@hnhfoundation.org.

CORRECTION

The February 2014 issue of the GIH
Bulletin included an announcement for
The Retirement Research Foundation
(Chicago, IL), which featured an award
that was given to its grantee, the North
Shore Senior Center (Chicago, IL).
The contact information listed at the
end of the announcement was
incorrect. The correct URL for the
center is www.nssc.org. Please visit the
site for more information about the
center and the award.


