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Why Firearms Curriculums for Healthcare Providers?

Firearms injury and death are public health problems

Physicians feel counseling is within clinical responsibilities

Patients say generally appropriate

Physicians often report needing more information 

Lethal means safety saves lives







Survey Data from UC Davis Residents and Fellows
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Most common barriers to asking patients about firearms 

Not knowing what to do what patients’ answers (72.1%)

Not having enough time (66.2%)

Not feeling comfortable identifying patients at risk (49.2%) 

Not knowing how to ask (48.6%)



BulletPoints Learning Objectives

Identify risk for firearm-related harm and ways to engage with 
patients to reduce that risk

Understand how to have culturally appropriate and respectful 
conversations with patients and their families to reduce risk

Describe available interventions for patients at risk of firearm-
related harm



The 3A’s Framework



Approach



The Clinician’s Role

Assess risk and talk with 
patients about risk and access to 

firearms when it’s clinically relevant​





Assess



Act



Simon et al. 2002

Lethal Means Safety

One of the most effective ways to reduce suicide risk is to put time and 
distance between the at-risk person and lethal means



Most firearm deaths in US are suicides

Data from CDC WISQARS, 2018-2022 & Follman, Aronsen, & Pan 2023
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BulletPoints Materials & Resources

Explainer Videos

Social Media









What’s Next?

Expanding reach of BulletPoints to healthcare providers nationwide

Training new trainers

Adapting for new audiences



Firearms and Mental Health for CCW Classes



For More Information

www.bulletpointsproject.org 
www.bulletpointscommunity.org

The BulletPoints Project at UC Davis

@BulletPtsProj

hs-bulletpoints@ucdavis.edu 



Questions?
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