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Who We Are
What We DoThe Food Research & Action 

Center (FRAC) improves the 
nutrition, health, and well-being 
of people struggling against 
poverty-related hunger in the 
United States through advocacy, 
partnerships, and by advancing 
bold and equitable policy 
solutions. For more information 
about FRAC, or to sign up for 
FRAC’s e-newsletter, go to 
www.frac.org.

 Conduct research to document 
the extent of hunger and identify 
effective solutions

 Advocate for federal, state and 
local public policies that protect 
and strengthen the federal 
nutrition programs

 Provide coordination, training, 
technical assistance, and support 
on hunger-related issues
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Budget Reconciliation
• $230B from House Agriculture Committee
• $330B from House Education and Workforce Committee
• House Education and Workforce Mark-up Today
• House Agriculture Mark-up Scheduled for May 8



SNAP
Salaam Bhatti

SNAP Director



- Reduce benefit levels
- Increase administrative and 

financial burden for states
- Remove people from the program

Impact of Proposed Cuts



- Benefit Cuts
- Unfunded Mandate
- Time Limits

Proposed Cuts









• Families with young children participating in SNAP, less likely 
to report

• Poor child health
• Developmental risk
• Underweight children
• Household food insecurity
• Trade-offs between health and household expenses

Multi City Study



• Contingent on reconciliation
• Priorities we are working on

• Closing the Meal Gap Act
• Restore Act
• Hot Foods Act
• Cybersecurity Act
• Enhance Access To SNAP Act

Farm Bill 2025



School Meals
Crystal FitzSimons 

Interim President



• Children get their healthiest meals 
at school 

• Limits on sugar and reductions in 
sodium going into effect in the 
years ahead

• School breakfast and lunch 
support food security, health 
and learning

We have made so much progress! 



60% of schools offered free meals 
to all their students 

during the 2023-2024 school year
Community Eligibility Provision 

Healthy School Meals for All state policy 



• Currently, schools or groups of 
schools must have at least 25% 
of their students automatically 
certified for free meals

• Their household participates in 
SNAP, TANF, FDPIR and in most 
states, Medicaid

• They are in an eligible category 
ex: foster child or homeless

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)

25% Identified Student Percentage (ISP) 



8 Healthy School Meals for All States

Policy passed
Policy 2022-23 and 2023-2024 SY
Policy 2022-2023 SY
HSMFA Bills Introduced



Fewer children automatically eligible for school meals:

Impact of Proposed SNAP and Medicaid Cuts

• Children falling through the cracks

• Increased administrative burdens 
on schools

• Fewer CEP schools



Additional Threats 

•$12 billion in proposed cuts 
to school meals

•Not included in House 
Education and Workforce Mark-
Up

Chair Arrington proposals: https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/Reconciliation-Options-2025.pdf Pages 33 + 34



• Moving CEP eligibility threshold from 25 
percent to 60 percent “Identified 
Student Percentage” 

• More than 24,000 schools across the 
country, serving more than 12 million 
children, would no longer be eligible 
to participate in CEP 

CEP Eligibility

25% ISP 60% ISP



• All families who apply and are approved for free 
and reduced-price meals schools would need to
document their household income

• Many eligible children would lose access to free and 
reduced-price school meals

• The administrative burden on schools would
dramatically increase

• Currently most schools are required to verify the 
income of 3 percent of applicants

Income Verification for All School Meal Applications



Administrative Cuts to the Programs
• $1B in local food purchasing 

for schools, childcare, and 
food banks

• TEFAP
• $10M in Farm to School Grants
• Research, technical assistance, 

and programmatic grants 



Communications
Strategy

Colleen Barton

Communications Director 



Campaign Elements to Oppose Cuts



• Members of Key Committees: 
House and Senate AG and House 
Education and Workforce

• Congressional Leadership 

• Moderate Republicans

• Constituents in Key Districts and 
States

• Influencers to those Senators and 
Members: Veterans, Educators, 
Health Care Providers, Farmers

Target Audience





SNAP Message: The Impact of Cuts

TAKES FOOD AWAY HARMS FAMILIES, 
FARMERS, AND FOOD 

RETAILERS

PREVENTS CHILDREN
FROM ACCESSING 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS



• Newsletters
• Action Alerts
• Earned Media 
• Press Briefing
• Digital Media
• Webinars
• Advocacy and Awareness 

Campaigns

Disseminate Message 



Show Your Love for SNAP



Protecting School Meals



SNAP Matters



#SNAPCHALLENGE25



Press Briefing: Voices of 
Influencers







Call to Action

DELIBERATIVE AND CONFIDENTIAL

INVEST WEIGH IN PARTNERSHIPS



Food Research & Action Center
11 Dupont Circle NW #500 | Washington, DC 20036
202.986.2200 | www.frac.org

@fractweets

@fracgram

facebook.com/foodresearchandactioncenter

linkedin.com/company/food-research-and-action-center

Connect With Us!
• Crystal FitzSimons, Interim President cfitzsimons@frac.org
• Salaam Bhatti, SNAP Director sbhatti@frac.org
• Colleen Barton, Communications Director cbarton@frac.org
• Polly Thibodeau, Development Director, pthibodeau@frac.org


